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TOWN OF DARIEN 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

APRIL 18, 2016 

 

ATTENDANCE:    First Selectman Jayme Stevenson; Charles Koons, Susan Marks,  

Robert Richards, Marc Thorne.  

STAFF:   Kate Clarke Buch, Town Administrator;     

   Presenters:  State Representative Terrie Wood;  

Jon Zagrodzky, Chairman, Board of Finance   

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

First Selectman Stevenson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the assembly in the 

pledge of allegiance. 

 

PRESENTATION:  State Representative Terrie Wood  

 

State Representative Terrie Wood presented a legislative update on municipal aid, spending gap, 

proposed acts on revenue sources, unfunded mandates, cost-effective regional/shared services, 

energy efficiencies, public health and safety. (A summary chart of budget implications is 

included on page 8, and the full update is posted on Town website.) 

 

Representative Wood fielded questions and comments and acknowledged those in attendance 

from the Board of Finance and RTM and urged all to take seriously the implications of the 

Governor’s proposed budget cuts. 

 

First Selectman Stevenson thanked Representative Wood for the presentation and called 

attention to tonight’s agenda that includes an important discussion on the impact of the proposed 

reduction in state grants.   

 

First Selectman Stevenson noted that all Town legislative representatives were invited to attend 

tonight’s meeting, and only Bob Duff replied that he could not attend tonight or May 2 as the 

state Senate is in session.  First Selectman Stevenson noted that Senator Carlo Leone had 

responded and was helpful with providing information on how the delegation is fighting hard to 

restore municipal and education aid. 

 
 

Public Comment - None 

 

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT 
 

First Selectman Stevenson read her report and provided it for the record, as follows: 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Buch reported that the process to implement on-line services related to parking permits is 

underway.  More information will be forthcoming at the next Parking Authority meeting.  
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New Business 

 

 

Approval for the VFW to hold the 12th Annual Push ‘n-Pull Parade on July 4, 2016 

** MR. RICHARDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION: 

The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Darien hereby grants permission to the VFW of 

Darien for the 12th annual Push-N-Pull Parade to take place on July 4, 2016, subject to 

the requirements of the Darien Police Department and the Parks and Recreation Dept. 

** MS. MARKS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Darien High School Lights 

 

First Selectman Stevenson provided a background on the item and noted that the agenda item is 

actually a discussion of a negotiated settlement with neighbors. 

 

Selectman Marks read her statement and provided it for the record as follows: 

On April 4
th

, at the end of our Board of Selectmen meeting, Mr. Richards gave us an 

agreement that he had been working on with a handful of Darien High School neighbors that 

contained guidelines for permanent field lights. As an elected official meeting and talking with 

constituents is a vital aspect of the job.  Negotiating a set of guidelines with a handful of 

neighbors about Lights is totally inappropriate for a member of the Board of Selectmen.   

Individual Selectmen are not empowered to negotiate on behalf of the Town, The Board 

of Selectman, Board of Education, or P & Z. Further, by presenting guidelines in writing, into 

the record without awareness of the first selectman or town counsel — could introduce risk to the 

town or future legal consequences and personal liability.  Last year DAF came to the Board of 

Selectmen for an informal discussion about the lights.  I said I was in support of the concept of 

lights.  I am still in support of the lights and want the needs of the entire community taken into 

consideration not just 8 neighbors.  The Board of Education and P&Z are the 2 Boards that 

should work on the details.  Therefore, I will not discuss the specifics in the agreement Mr. 

Richards submitted to the Board of Selectmen.  It is a non-starter for me. 

 

There was discussion and comments from the Selectmen.  Mr. Thorne noted that while the 

situation is one that has been frozen, he looks forward to progress and discussion at the 

appropriate time when the item in on the agenda.  Mr. Koons stated that it is not in the purview 

of the Board of Selectman until the item is forwarded on the agenda from the Board of Education 

and Planning & Zoning.    

 

Mr. Richards explained the reasons and his rationale for assisting with an agreement of 

compliance from the neighbors that does require the Board of Selectman to participate in the 

contract.  He noted that he feels strongly on the stalemate situation and lack of progress and 

reported that a third meeting is coming up on the schedule with the Darien Athletic Foundation. 
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First Selectman Stevenson stated that she has met with Mr. Richards to underscore procedural 

concerns.  She further explained that once P&Z receives the application from the Board of 

Education this will be on the agenda for the Board of Selectmen, and the Board will add its voice 

when the time comes.  Also it was noted that the protocol for items to be put on the agenda is 

during Agenda Review discussion and agreed upon through the First Selectman’s office.   

 

Resolution Approving an Historical Preservation Grant Application  

 

First Selectman Stevenson waived the reading of the resolution.  Ms. Buch noted that the 

resolution is to authorize grant applications. 

 

** MR. RICHARDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE 

RESOLUTION AS PRESENTED. 

** MR. THORNE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Recommendations from EMS Study 

 

First Selectman Stevenson provided a background on the history of the item and an overview of 

the deliberations over the past decade on the issue.  She highlighted the McGrath Consulting 

recommendations for improved response times, including a recommendation to contract for in-

town paramedic services.  The issue of where to house the paramedic was discussed. 

 

Mr. Ron Hammer came forward to answer questions and field comments on sleeping quarters 

and parking modifications.  Dr. Gallo was in attendance and he came forward to provide his 

comments on the gap between desired services of the Town, Post 53 response time, dispatch, 

data collections and protocols.   

 

There was discussion and consensus of the support of the Board to pursue an RFP. 

 

** MR. RICHARDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE 

RESOLUTION: 

The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Darien hereby agrees to develop and 

distribute a Request for Proposal (RFP) seeking provision of in-town paramedic 

services to the Town of Darien. 

** MR. KOONS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 

APPOINTMENT/REAPPOINTMENTS 

 

 

Advisory Committee on Darien Government Access TV 

ITEM WAS DEFERRED. 
 

Parks & Recreation Commission 

 

** MR. THORNE MOVED TO APPROVE THE REAPPOINTMENT: 

 Mary Flynn to Parks & Recreation Commission for a 3-year term beginning on 

July 1, 2014 and expiring on June 30, 2017. 

** MR. KOONS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Agenda Review  - Item was deferred. 

 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings - Item was deferred  
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Discussion with Board of Finance Regarding Impact of Potential Reduction in State Grants On 

Proposed Budget For FY 17 

 

Mr. Jon Zagrodzky, chairman of the Board of Finance, spoke regarding the impact of the 

proposed cuts.  He urged the Board, and members of RTM and Board of Education in 

attendance, to recognize the importance of taking the action by the state seriously and preparing 

a budget contingency plan now. 

 

He noted that the first step was to acknowledge and correct an error in BOE Priority II Capital 

projects, which were inadvertently included in the budget passed by the Board of Finance on 

April 7.   

 

Mr. Zagrodzky stressed that his contingency plan took a balanced approach by deferring certain 

capital projects rather than changing the Board of Education’s or the Town’s Operating Budgets.  

The following provides a preview of his recommendation to the Board of Finance*: 

 

 

Municipal Revenue Sharing Account (Sales Tax Sharing)  $   206,411 

ECS Funding        $1,111,472 

 

Capital Projects Deferred:      $   802,500 

Board of Education Priority II Projects: 

Track Repair:      $100,000 

Window Replacement at Holmes School  $  15,000 

Library Improvements at Royle School $  60,000 

Reseal Parking Lines at Tokeneke School $    7,500 

 

Town Hall Generator    $250,000 

BOE Storage Facility    $250,000 

Carpet Replacement at Middlesex School $  65,000 

BOE Truck Replacement     $  55,000 

 

The balance of the loss in state funding would be made up through an increase in the 

Town’s mill rate, to 15.80 from the originally proposed 15.73.  The resulting tax increase, 

compared to the FY 16 mill rate of 15.35, would be 2.9%  

*Full disclosure and documentation to be provided at the Board of Finance meeting. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

** MR. KOONS MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. 

** MR. RICHARDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marilyn Knox,  

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 

Attachments:  Legislative Update –  

Budget Impact of Governor’s Revised Budget for State Grants 
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